MLK’s Dream Today

The beaming sun shone down like a stage spotlight. Beads of sweat fell onto his
nose like freckles, the chef’s kiss to a perfect afternoon. Spectator eyes focusing in on
him behind the podium, but not just any podium. This podium would soon be a prop in
the historic “I Have a Dream” speech during the March on Washington for Jobs and
Freedom on August 28, 1963. Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was a sight for sore
eyes on this exciting day in American history. His speech was a glimmer of hope for our
country and a marvelous spectacle to look up to for boys and girls, men and women of
every color. King’s confidence and eloquence behind this speech continues to inspire
myself and so many others after almost 58 years. In light of the recent events of 2020
and the month of January in 2021, much of MLK’s “dream” has come true, but there are
other parts that have not come to as much realization as one would hope.

It’s easy to say that Martin Luther King Jr. was a man with dreams too big and
goals set too high. It’s also easy to say that racism will exist no matter where you are or
how far you go. But, I think I am blessed to live in a world post-MLK’s dream because he
laid out the framework for us. He had a dream that one day his four little children would
be judged not by their skin color, but because of their character. When I look around my
philosophy class, I am able to sit next to an African-American boy and girl, and there is
nothing that interferes with the friendship we share. We are blind to the colors of our
skin, but our intelligence and humor is what holds the most value. I think that the best
of MLK’s dream to come true comes from this sentence: “I have a dream that one day on
the red hills of Georgia, the sons of former slaves and the sons of former slave owners
will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood.” The part that sticks out the

most to me is “one day on the red hills of Georgia.” The state of Georgia was a key



component in the election of the United States’ first female vice-president of color,
Kamala Harris. This was the first time Georgia went blue since 1992. Additionally, the
citizens of Georgia have just elected their first black senator, Reverend Raphael
Warnock. Warnock was also senior pastor at Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta,
Georgia, Martin Luther King Jr.’s former congregation. This represents a full-circle
moment. I think that these recent events perfectly reflect MLK’s dream coming true.
Sons and daughters of former slaves have come together with sons and daughters of
former slave owners at the “tables” of government, households, school lunch tables, and
SO on.

Unfortunately, there are some parts of Martin Luther King Jr.’s speech that
remain a dream. He had a dream that we should never be satisfied until
African-Americans are no longer the victim of police brutality. This is a struggle that our
society still endures today. In America, a black person is three times more likely to be
killed by a police officer than a white person. Not only has police brutality exposed
systemic racism, but it has begun a more present divide in our nation. It makes people
feel like they have to choose between the police or black individuals. No person should
have to decide whose life matters more. The “Blue Lives Matter” and “All Lives Matter”
statements were created to criticize and take away from the Black Lives Matter
movement. The BLM Movement is trying to shift the mentality of Americans from “us
versus them,” and in doing so, the wish is to truly free black lives from inequality once
and for all. But, if America has reached all of these achievements of Martin Luther
King’s dream in a post-racial society, why is such a movement needed to advocate for

what Americans should already know?



We have come very far from Martin Luther King Jr.’s time of segregation and
inequality, yet there is still so much more to explore and solve. Channeling MLK’s “I
Have a Dream” speech, I too have a dream. I have a dream that our communities and
government will work toward a more racially equal society. We can accomplish this by
exposing and altering social policies that contribute to the racial divide. While it is
important to acknowledge the dreams that have not come true, it is equally important to
celebrate the accomplishments made by people of color everywhere. Congressman John
Lewis said “Every generation leaves behind a legacy. What that legacy will be is
determined by the people of that generation.” It is amazing to look up to the great
leaders of the world, such as legendary civil rights leader John Lewis, and see what he
and many others have been able to leave behind. I think we owe a great deal of gratitude
to Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and his “I Have a Dream” speech that sparked

the fight for civil rights and an end to racism.



